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SUBJECT: FMG RETIRES NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO US AND EIGHT OTHERS 

REF: LAGOS 7621 (NOTAL) 

1. NEW TEAM AT MINISTRY EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (MEA) HEADED BY 

COMMISSIONER, COL. JOE GARBA, AND NEW PERMSEC SANUSI (REFTEL) 
APPARENTLY INTENDS FAIRLY THOROUGH SHAKEUP OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PERSONNEL. PRESS THIS MORNING REPORTS THAT NINE SENIOR NIGERIAN 
AMBASSADORS HAVE BEEN RETIRED QTE WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT UNQTE. 
MEA OFFICIALS CONFIRMED RETIREMENT TO EMBOFFS AND ALLOWED THERE 
EXTENSIVE PERSONNEL SHUFFLE IN CARDS. LIST INCLUDES NIGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO U.S. (JOHN GARBA) AND FORMER MEA PERMSEC JOE 
IYALLA. OTHERS RETIRED ARE AMBASSADORS TO UN (EDWIN OGBU), 

LONDON (ALHAJI SULE KOLO), ROME (ADEDOKUN HAASTRUP). JIDDA 
(ALHAJI SANNI KOTANGORA), ANKARA (BRIGADIER GEORGE KURUBO), 
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FORMER AMBASSADOR TO SAUDI ARABIA, ALHAJI BELLO MALABU. 

2. WHILE IT TO BE EXPECTED THAT CAREER OFFICERS SENIOR 
TO SANUSI (HE IS GRADE II CAREER OFFICER WHILE CAREER RETIREES 
ARE GRADE I) WOULD BE RETRIED OR REASSIGNED OUT OF MEA IN 
ORDER SATISFY RANK CONSCIOUS BUREAUCRACY, OTHER REASONS MAY 
ENTER PICTURE. FOR EXAMPLE, NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR IN EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA MAY HAVE BEEN RELIVED FOR REASONS CONNECTED WITH 
HIS PERFORMANCE VIS A VIS RENEWED FLAREUP OVER TREATMENT NIGERIAN 
WORKERS FERNANDO PO (REPORTED SEPTEL). AND, DIRECTOR AMERICAS 
DEPARTMENT MEA, NOTING THAT MOST OF RETIRED AMBASSADORS WERE 
NEARING END THEIR TOURS ANYWAY, POINTEDLY TOLD CHARGE 
THAT GARBA'S POSTING AS AMBASSADOR TO U. S. WAS "POLITICAL 
APPOINTMENT" OF FORMER GOWON ADMINISTRATION. 

COMMENT: RETIREMENTS MAKE SEVERAL IMPORTANT AND CHOICE POSTINGS 
AVAILABLE IN WHICH NEW LEADERSHIP CAN PUT TRUSTED REPRESENTATIVES. 
WHILE IT LIKELY MOST NEW APPOINTEES WILL COME FROM CAREER 
RANKS, TODAY'S RETIREMENTS COUPLED WITH THE EXPECTED SPATE 
OF TRANSFERS HIGH LEVEL MEA PERSONNEL OFFER FMG OPPORTUNITY 
FLACE A FEW OF THE GROWING NUMBER UNEMPLOYED MIL- 
ITARY (AND CIVILIAN) OFFICIALS OF GOWON 

REGIME IN PRESTIGIOUS JOBS OUTSIDE NIGERIA'S BORDERS IF IT WISHES. 

4. IT IS INTERESTUNG THAT THREE OF NIGERIA'S MOST IMPORTANT 
EMBASSIES (LONDON, UNITED NATIONS AND WASHINGTON) WILL BE 
HEADED BY NEW MEN. IT MAY WELL BE THAT FMG AND COMMISSIONER 
GARBA, IN ADDITION IMPROVING RELATIONSHIPS WITH RESIDENT 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN LAGOS (LAGOS 7641 NOTAL) WANT TO ESTABLISH 
NEW RELATIONSHIPS AND IMAGE FOR NIGERIA IN THESE INFLUENTIAL 
POSTS. 

5. NO RPT NO INDICATION YET WHO MIGHT GET WASHINGTON SLOT; 

MEA OFFICERS FOR MOMENT CLAIMING IGNORANCE - PERHAPS, 

TRUTHFULLY. 

CROSBY 
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